SHREWSBURY

the leader being a Saxon thegn called Edric the Wild, whose
exploits have passed into legend. Meantime the Earldom of
Shrewsbury had been conferred upon Roger de Montgomery,
one of the most famous of the companions of the Conqueror,
who had contributed sixty ships to the Conquest of England
and commanded the right wing of the French mercenaries
at the Battle of Hastings. A castle was built by the first
Norman lord of Shrewsbury, but few traces of it survive in
the present castle which is mainly Edwardian in character.
Later in life he refounded the Priory of Much Wenlock for
the monks of Cluny and founded on the site of a small wooden
church on the banks of the Severn, the Benedictine Abbey of
St. Peter and Paul. There he retired before his death and was
buried in the Abbey Church between the Holy Altar and the
Lady Chapel.

As a result of the rebellion of his son, Robert de Belesme,
the Earldom of Shrewsbury was forfeited to the Crown to the
great joy of the townspeople, who gained many privileges and
charters from successive sovereigns. But from the thirteenth
century onwards Shrewsbury was closely involved in the
struggles between the Plantagenet kings and the Welsh princes.
In the reign of John, Llewellyn ap lorworth attacked Shrews-
bury and held it for a time. Henry III was frequently in
Shrewsbury fruitlessly negotiating with the Welsh, but his
son Edward determined on conquest. After a protracted
struggle Edward I succeeded in defeating Llewellyn II and his
brother David, and it was in Shrewsbury that the latter was
condemned to death and executed with the customary bar-
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